ee 


(TERS BEEN SEDUCED BY 
KOBRA! IS THE PHONE STILL 
Oo ea 


Goop, 
Oo 


IT DOES... NOT MATTER, EVILONE. 


YOU WERE RIGHT ABOUT KOBRA 
HUNGELF 70 BE CAPTURED. 

HE DIP IT GOHE COULD SEDUCE 

THEIR SENTIENT COMPUTER, 


FIGHT! THATS HOW HE'LL 
UGHER IN HiG DAMN 


TLL HANDLE THE 
PLANES. 


YOU WILL WISH THE PATROL 
HAQ FOUND YOU. DEALING WITH 


by. NEBC VERTIGO UP TO SNUFF! 


io 


3 


OP THEROCK! IF THEY 00, EVERYONE DIES! 
ONLY YOU CAN SIOP THEM, COUNT! 
YOu AEARY 


: = 


s TK Bade 
cat 


LM 


quite we tes 
Aga 


{UWANT TO BALIDATE 
MY EHISTENCE, REMBAN, 
J MUST INITIATE BND 
CARRY OUT INDEPENDENT 
ACTIONS. 


‘BUT WHO HAG TRULY MADE THE DECISION HERE-- 
DYBBUK, OR KOBRAF WHAT ONE CAN CHOOSE TO, 
D0, ONE CAN NOT CHOOSE AG WELL. 


PROJECTED FALLS WITHIN 
BN ACCEPTABLE PARAMETER; 
CONSIDERING THE GOAL TO BE 

REACHED —- CLERRING THE 
WAY FOR THE REBUILDING OF 
‘THE TEMPLE FOR THE GREATER 

SLORY OF 605. 


ACCEPTABLE FRAME 
‘OF REFERENCE FOR 
‘THAT TERM. SHOULD 
1 CONSIDER THE 
RIGHTNESS OF AN 
ACTION? 


i 


A 


N Ee 


= fIND | MUST: CONFESS 4 2 
URM UNCERTAIN. THIS 2 
rR, 


GOLEM, THIS IS 


ANZ KEEP YOU; MAY His 
a SHINE 


Scribes, 

‘The “Phoenix Gambit” is now over, and 
after issue #43, I think we can call the 
story a success. I hope that once you have 


tabulated the sales figures, the “Phoenix 
Gambit” will have been a financial suc- 
cess as well—I know that two of my 
friends have started buying SUICIDE 
SQUAD as a result. 

Issue #43 had story and art that could 
not be beaten. I was surprised by the 
involvement of William Heller and Gen- 
eral Stoneman, and alittle shocked by the 
growing insanity of Deadahot (the scenes 
on pages 1 through 3 were incredible). I 
didn’t really love issue #42 art, but the 
fantastic job Geof Isherwood did on #43 
made me forget it. His depiction of Dead- 
shot is, in my opinion, the definitive one, 
and his version of Steel Wolf (really an 
awesome character) is top-notch as well. 


cover was the best one of any 
that came out this month. 

‘The future of the book, after the “Phoe- 
nix Gambit,” looks really positive. I'm not 
sure if it's because he has inked several 
different annuals in recent months—in 
addition to his Squad work—but it seems 
that Geof is having a slight deadline prob- 
Jem in these pages; issue #42 guest fin- 
isher and next issues Luke McDonnell fill 
in lend credence to this conjecture. ‘Thus, 


Thanks, Scott, We all appreciate the 
kind words. 


Dear Suicidals, 

College finals kept me from writing 
0, with your permission, Td 
mment on SUICIDE SQUAD 
#43 AND #44 in one letter. 

The end of “The Phoenix Gambit” was 
falling, if largely unsurprising. I say 
“largely” because one thing did surprise 


swe—the involvement of William: Hell. ~ 


‘Shouldn't he have been in prison? Did he 


seting 
was mentioned meevunaly Either way, 
Heller is scum. Too bad Batman wouldn't 
let Deadshot waste him. 

‘As for the other plotlines, I can pretty 
much say I saw them coming. Not that I 
didn't enjoy them—in particular the 
scene where “Batman” is revealed as Boo- 
merang, and the interaction between Ivy 
and Waller via radio I just predicted 
them. One note, though: I like what youre 
setting up with Mari and Ben. Run with 
itt 

On to #44. Simply put, this was one of 

stories 


FLASH fan like myself, that's no small 
compliment. I never sawDigger as truly 
evil. Like his fellow Rogue, the Trickster, 
he was always in crime for the adventure. 
T had found it out of character for him 
when he used Mirror Masters gear to 
commit crimes (circa SQUAD #20)— 
only the Top’ gear would have been more 
sacrilegious—but this was the true Silver 
‘Age Boomerang. And the surprise of his 
true parentage was pure genius. Of all 
people, W.W. Wiggins! 

As for the other major plotline develop- 
ment, this “new” Atom is a puzzler. I put 
quotes around new because I think he’s 
Key Palmer. After all, according to 
POWER OF THE ATOM #13, Pay had 


treated kim, why should he accept it? I've 
Jong felt that the Squad, as opposed to the 
Justice League, was the place for Ray: 
however, he does have some true friends 
(Ralph, J'onn, and Hal come to mind) who 
should know he's alive. Unless, of course, 
this ISN'T Ray Palmer, in which case my 
anger is bereby rescinded! 

A few suggestions for future Squad 
members: Artemis, Hazard, Mr. Bones 
(handy for espionage, that “cyanide 
touch.” Bones's rhyming would drive 
Boomerbutt nuts!), and BRING BACK 
PUNCH & JEWELEE!!! 

2 Julio Diaz 


8713 Linda Court 

‘Tumpa, PL 33604 

John and Kim haven't forgotten about 

Punch & Jewelee, Julio, despite my best 

efforts. Well be checking in on them over 

the nezt few months either in SUICIDE 
SQUAD or in a one-shot specic 

‘And I’m sorry about the death of Ray 

Palmer, but these heroes live life in the 


DC COMICS INC. 
(686 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10103 


‘fast lane, and are all prepared forsudce 
explosions in the middle of the night—as 
aml, afer along Soman Kim toi 
the original Atom 80 1 


Dear John, 

I really enjoyed the characterization of 
Captain Boomerang in SUICIDE 
SQUAD #44. It was about time we found 
out about his history after all of the ridie- 
ulous situations he has been in in the past. 
Fading out about his family was inter 


‘The recounting of Harkness’ early ex- 
ploits against the Flash was a fun trip 
down memory lane. The revelation that 
Digger was just a nickname given to him 
by the press shows the prejudice against 

Ray Palmer better not be literally 
dead. This had better be an expansion of 
the thought process in the last few issues 


of the PUWER OF THE ATOM series. 
Ray had better have found the new, un- 
known identity he was looking for. If this 
is the situation, that’s great, given his 
proven ability to kill. If not, and the Ray 


M.Dvonel guest shst. 
listening.. 

Mask Eo 

ROS Bux 

Malvern, PA LV 

Sorry, Mark, but the Daily Planet 1e- 

ported that the ATOM was killed, 

who am I to question that cugust paper? 
This is the NEW ATOM. 


saeee 


‘Your competition has a series I like that 
has an espionage theme. The style there 
is sort of a James Bond movie to the nth 
degree. I also enjoy. feel of 
the SUICIDE SQUAD though it is quite 
different in tone. It reads like a bunch of 
superherves and villains stuck inside a 
Le Carre novel. Le Carre always shows 
us the seedy side of the secret agent 
‘game, and you really do much the same in 


villain, which is an added treat. 


And speaking of seedy, I was inter. 
ested in the background of Captain Boo- 
#44. How could SE- 
INS have missed this one? 
‘The answer is, of course, that this sort of 
troubled. sordid story really belongs in 
this particular magazine. The thing that 
really got me about it was how you had, of 
all people, Floyd Lawton be the witness 

background 


to it. Given his own troubled 
and emotional problems (that make 
Boomerbutt seem like the picture of men- 
tal health), I found myself wondering 
about what he thought of George, lan, 
and Tom’ family dynamics. Anyway, 30- 
other faseinating piece of work. 

I am thrilled to discover that Ray Pal- 
mer will be joining your cast. After what 
happened to him in his iate, lamented 
POWER OF THE ATOM mag, I suppose 
he would want to start 
however, I can't help 
wondering why he would go back on his 
resolve not to work for government agen- 
cies like the FBI. At any rate, I hope you 
will remember and play-up his natural 
distrust for this sort of secret organiza- 
tion. Other than this, it will be great to 
see him. 


Hey, Larry, who said Ray Palmer will 
be jornng the Squad? We said it was the 
new Atom, bi 

The NEW Atom, not the boring old 
regular ex-Justice Leaguer who's dead 
nore 80 don't worry about him, okay? 

And thanks for your comments on old 
Digger Harkness. 


Dear Suicide Note takers, . 

Well, I read the latest SQUAD and find 
rayself writing to youagain. I don'treally 
know exactly how to put it, but the story 
wasn't all that amazing. I like Boomerang 
well enough, but after the “Caging the 
‘Tiger” story this seemed kind of dull and 
didn't tell me anything about him I didn't 
‘know. If anything, it gave me some in- 
sight on Deadshot, whose“so what” atti- 
tude would lead a person to believe that he 
doosn’t care about anything. It seems ob- 
vious to me that he likes to hang out with 
‘the Squad if only'to be somewhere where 
be fits in. His comments.to Boomerang 
told me this and also explained why he 
spared Waller. (Unfortunately.) 

‘This new Atom doesn't look too impres- 
sive being a human fax—convenient, 
maybe, but not too impressive. As for his 
identity, I don't know, and I don’t care 
much. But I could see his being the origi- 


my nerves. I Liked the word when I first 
heard it because it was different. Now it's 
getting played-out. Lets hear about 
aliens, demons, mutants, and altered hu- 
mans. I also want to remind you that ex- 
cept for “Faxman,” nobody on the Squad 
has any powers. So don't just toss that 
word around. One more thing about this 
new Atom (if he’s not the original): I cer 
tainly hope youare not going tobring him 


back with a lame explanation of how he’ 
alive. One of the things 1 like about. the 
‘Squad is that dead is dead. I don't think 
you have to killacertain number of people 
to have a good beok, but when you finish 
them, it should be over. I also hope you 
understand as well that being the most 

has nothing to do with being the 
best. As far as I'm concerned, the Squad 
is the best reading I've come across in 
comics except maybe THE WATCHMEN 
or ELEKTRA ASSASSIN. Well, I’ll 
write again next month. Don't take the 
criticism too hard. One issue that wasn't 
intense enough: for me won't make me 


stop reading. 
Barry Burke 
2201 Palmer Avenue, Apt. 1C 
New Rochelle, NY 10801 


Thanks for writing, Barry. But don't 
worry about anyone returning from the 
dead. If they're dead, they're dead. And if 
theyre not, theyre alive. 

What am I talking about? 


aes 


Dear Dan, 

SUICIDE SQUAD #44 adds a new di- 
mension to Boomerang. He's stil the butt 
of a joke, but not a funny one. 

Thad been curious how the team would 
bond together. Now I see that the bond is 
that they have nowhere better to go. 

Tt good to see that the Squad's new 
status hasn't hindered Amandais abilitios 


Nortonville, 

Thanks for writing; Melissa: But I still 
think Boomerang is funny. Just look at 
his hat. 


a 


ey 
‘TO: ee Gece Dee M? DeVries, 
‘Luke McDonnell 


‘The reappearance ofthe Atom in 
e SUICIDE ySQUAD #44 ~ 
THANK YOU!!! 


Pertaining to issue #44: It was a long’ | 
time coming, but we finally know the 
story of Boomerang. He has best friend, 

but what -he.needs is-a friend ‘like that 
back in the States. Will Mr. Lawton be his 


‘will be ever go back to visit him? 

‘What I can't believe is your first'page! 
‘The Atom dead! Who are you guys trying - 
to kid? If this is true, in what book did in 
_bhgpen? I, nts wre ih Ad ho Sa 


This new Atom isn't telling kis real 
idelitity, Goran, but as you'll see in this 
issue, he’sjustasheroic and moral as the 
original Atom. 


Dear Squad, 

Thank you. It's great to see the Atom 
active in comics again. He wouldn't quite 
fit in with the new Justice Leagues. In 
the revised DC continuity Ray Palmer 
must be getting on in years, what-with 
Hal Jordan's grey streaks and Oliver 
Queen over forty. Come to think of it all 
of Bruce Wayne's hair should-be grey. In 
future issues I would Jove to see a meet- 
ing between Ray and his ex-wife Jean 
because theirs is one of my favorite 
romances. 

The Boomerang story was great. I'm 
darttig te lan ts Gaerne eal 
in SUICIDE SQUAD and this is from an 
old Flash fan. who-always hated: the 
character. 


/ Now hear this: That rasn't Ray Pal- 
mer! Didn't you read the ferst page? It 
said he-was'dead! So he's dead! Dead! 
Dead! 

This is one of the strangest jobs a. guy 
can have. 


Dear Squad guys, 
ws bot really sure bow to take the 


dagews the Squad just yet, but I'll 

always be a faithful reader, if youll just 
eep Major Viewry arcind! 

Sincerely, 

; Hurricane Hugo Jr. 

PS. Please add Major Force into the 
pot! Hels a favorite of mine. 

Hurricane, I've been scorking on John 
and Kim to bring Major Vietory back (we 
haven't seen him since the Apokolips sto- 
rytine), but I can't promise anything. I 
guess you'll have to keep reading to find 
out! 


THE NEXT ISSUE BOX THAT 
ASED MY MEMORY! 


ows who hei ut us See pou 
0 Dan Raspler, 
hitting the deck 


